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PATHFINDER OF THE ARTS 


In the past few months the Massey Report has re-emphasized the 
problems facing development of a truly Canadian culture. Topics such as 
“Has Canada a cultural future of her own?” are focusing public concern 
on the arts as an expression of our national way of life. For what is culture, 
and what are its arts, but the mirror of our living? 

The Massey Report itself was a result, rather than a cause. Behind 
it lay a multitude of art groups with widely varying interests, whose collective 
voice, gaining strength during and following the years of war, led to the 
formation of the Royal Commission. Without these groups there could 
have been neither impetus nor subject for governmental study. 

The Community Arts Council of Vancouver is one of these groups, 
and one which, in its small way, is making a unique contribution to an 
indigenously Canadian cultural pattern. Presumptuous as the statement 
may sound, this Community Arts Council is to its own area what the proposed 
Canada Council may one day be to the whole of Canada . . . (soon may 
that day arrive!) 

Vancouver’s Art Council also grew from the recommendations of 
a survey .. . a survey undertaken in 1945 by the Junior League of Vancouver 
as the first comprehensive study of the state of the arts ever made in a 
North American community. Based on a plan conceived by Miss Virginia 
Lee Comer, consultant on community cultural activities to the Association 
of Junior Leagues of America Inc., and compiled under the direction of 
statistician L. E. Norrie of the Y.M.C.A., this study’s report was published 
under the title ‘‘Arts and Our Town.” The picture it gave of the arts in 
Vancouver at that time was similar in kind, if not in scope, to that presented 
in the Massey Report. 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Pathfinder in the Arts 


(Continued from Front Cover) 

It showed the same diversity of groups, the 
same lack of relationship between them, the 
same types of overlapping and of gaps. In 
miniature, it depicted the struggle for survival 
known to artists and art organizations across 
the country. This survey committee, fore- 
shadowing the thinking of the Royal Commis- 
sion, visualized a co-ordinating council as the 
answer to some of these problems. 

Their recommendation for a _ council, like 
that of the Massey Report, required public 
mandate before it could be put into effect. This 
mandate was given at a large public meeting, 
when, on May 31st, 1946, the survey was pre- 
sented to the Mayor of Vancouver. Thus was 
born the first Community Arts Council on this 
continent. 

If the path of the survey committee had 
not been blazed by predecessors, how much 
less clearly defined was the trail to be followed 
by the new Council! Even its original leaders 
had few clear-cut ideas as to the course it 
should follow, or of its precise role in the 
community .They could borrow from the think- 
ing of the American welfare council movement, 
or from experience of the British Council for 
the Encouragement of Music and the Arts and 
(simultaneously developing at that time), its 
successor the National Arts Council of Great 
Britain, but they could hope to find no ready- 
cut pattern adapted to fit a uniquely Canadian 
local scene. Yet these early leaders were able 
to devise a pattern essentially their own, at 
once solid enough to stand the test of time 
and flexible enough to conform to the needs of 
an ever-changing situation. That much of the 
basic planning of Vancouver’s Council is mir- 
rored in the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission, is tribute indeed to the wisdom 
and forethought with which the foundations of 
this organization were laid. 

Thinking alone, however, would not make 
the Council work. To be effective in serving 
the community, it needed the membership of 
all the arts groups. It also needed the support, 
both moral and financial, of the Vancouver 
public. In order to fulfill its major functions of 
co-ordination, stimulation, publicity and elimin- 
ation of overlapping in the arts, it had to be 


known and to be understood. Of all our modern 
concepts, that of a co-ordinating body, which 
exists primarily to serve the programmes of 
its member-groups, is among the most difficult 
to interpret. Demonstration was the only an- 
swer. The Council started publishing a news 
bulletin, which re-organized, streamlined and 
renamed as the monthly “News Calendar” of 
events still provides one of its basic member- 
ship services. 

Then, spurred on by the advice of Dr. Ifor 
Evans, Vice Chairman of the Arts Council of 
Great Britain, the Council undertook a series 
of projects. The first of these were two gap- 
filling services: formation of the “Friends of 
Chamber Music Society” and of the “Com- 
munity Children’s Theatre,” both of which soon 
became autonomous member-groups. But estab- 
lishment of such organizations was not suffi- 
ciently eye-catching to intrigue the general 
public. To stir community interest demonstra- 
tion on a larger scale was clearly essential. The 
next three major projects gave partial answer 
to this need. 

“Arts and Our Town” was the- appropriate 
name given to the first of these. Held in Octo- 
ber, 1948, it consisted of a month-long exhibition 
of graphic arts and crafts, and a series of plays, 
concerts and public meetings in which many of 
the arts groups took part, thus demonstrating 
the co-ordinating function of the Council. 

Next came “Design for Living,” in November, 
1949. Planned to appeal to the general public, 
this project certainly accomplished its purpose, 
for in the three-week run in the Vancouver Art 
Gallery it set a new attendance record of 14,000 
people. In addition, it gave British Columbia 
artists and craftsmen an opportunity to show 
their wares, emphasizing, as it did, all the 
household arts from architecture to furniture, 
ceramics and textiles. All designs, materials and 
workmanship were British Columbian, too. 
Through this project the Council reached out 
to “average” citizens, in its conviction that 
there is a place for art in each man’s life and 
that, consciously or not, everyone uses the arts 
in some form throughout his existence. 

Undertaken in co-operation with the Vancou- 
ver Symphony Society “The First Symposium 
of Canadian Contemporary Music” in May, 
1950, was the third major project which (con- 
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trary to recent local press report) was originated 
and organized by the Council. The Massey 
Report particularly mentions the symposium 
as the only venture of its kind on record in 
this country. National in scope as it was to 
become, the symposium drew original composi- 
tions from all across Canada. In a four-day 
chamber music, choral and symphonic presenta- 
tion of Canadian works, climaxed by a panel 
discussion on Canadian music, this project suc- 
ceeded in stimulating interest throughout the 
continent. It led the C.B.C. to broadcast a four- 
teen weeks cycle of original works by Canadian 
composers. Most of this music had already been 
submitted to the Symposium. 


Having ventured on three such large scale 
demonstrations, the Council had then to pause 
to consolidate its position. This was accomp- 
lished during the autumn of 1950 and early 
Spring of 1951. By the end of that time the 
Council emerged re-vitalized: complete with 
new enlarged offices, centrally located, a new 
staff including (for the first time) an office 
secretary as well as an executive secretary, and 
a new volunteer system. As the lions share of 
the Council’s work is carried on by its volun- 
teers, the latter was of particular importance, 
facilitating establishment of a comprehensive 
information service. The Council is particularly 
fortunate in having as major sources of volun- 
teer supply such organizations as the Volunteer 
3ureau of Vancouver and the Junior League, 
(which, to date, is also the Council’s largest 
single source of financial support). In addition, 
however, the Council must constantly seek 
both volunteers and funds from other sources 
throughout the community. 


So much for back history, but what of the 
Council’s recent achievements? Brief mention of 
most of these is all that space will permit. Since 
March, 1951, the Council has carried out a 
unique co-operative project with the School 
of Architecture, the University of British 
Columbia, and the Vancouver Vocational Insti- 
tute, through which new designs for remodelling 
and redecorating the Council premises have 
been produced and already partially effected. It 
has held a widely stimulating dinner-meeting 
for an international authority on town planning, 
and assisted in the formation of one of the 
largest branches of the Canadian professional 


Dance Teacher’s Association. Through co-oper- 
ation with the Musician’s Union and the Music 
Performance Trust Fund of the recording in- 
dustry and the community centres, it has given 
two important concerts for children and estab- 
lished a continuous children’s programme of 
creative art, music appreciation, dance and 
dramatics classes. It has also helped in setting 
up three new community choirs’ where people 
from all walks of life, all creeds and all colours 
join together for the pure joy of singing. The 
Council contributed a_ well-attended lecture 
entitled “An Introduction to Ballet’ to the 
weekly “Open House” programme of the Van- 
couver Art Gallery. Nation wide in significance 
was the Council’s public meeting “Let’s Get 
Action on the Massey Report” which drew a 
record crowd of 700 to the Vancouver Art 
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Gallery on September 27th, 1951. 


True again to its pathfinding tradition, the 
Council’s action in calling this meeting estab- 
lished another precedent. Principal speaker of 
the evening was Dr. N. A. M. MacKenzie, 
President of the University of British Columbia, 
and one of the members of the Royal Com- 
mission, who was ably and convincingly backed 
by a panel of experts speaking on the major 
phases of the arts. As a result, an enthusiastic 
capacity audience (composed of Members of 
Parliament, representatives of large and small 
arts groups and citizens from all walks of life) 
made, and unanimously passed a_ resolution 
calling for government action to establish a 
Canada Council for the Arts, Letters and Social 
Sciences. Immediately after the meeting this 
resolution was forwarded to the Prime Minister. 
Copies were sent to all government officials 
and representatives, (both federal and _ pro- 
vincial) and to the heads of other national 
organizations interested in the arts. Some 35 
letters of response showed the enthusiasm 
evoked. Several other organizations have taken 
(or plan to take) the Council’s lead by holding 
similar public meetings on this topic. 


But of all the Arts Council’s many functions, 
that of co-ordination remains of prime impor- 
tance. Perhaps its most continuous and lasting 
value may be seen in the work of the three 
established “sections.” Through these sections, 
which now cover Drama, Music and Literature, 
representatives of the groups actively engaged 
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in each of these forms of art, meet monthly to 
share common problems, pool resources and 
make joint plans. These groups have found that 
working together is mutually beneficial. For 
example, through the Drama Section, organ- 
ized in May, 1949, an annual Vancouver and 
Lower Mainland One Act Play Festival has 
been made possible, thus filling a gap left when 
the Dominion Drama Festival confined its 
entries to three act plays. Through the Literary 
Section, formed as recently as October, 1950, 
a one-act play writing competition has been 
established, which, in its first year drew 25 
entrants from throughout the province. The 
co-operation of the Drama Section made possible 
presentation of the winning plays as part of 
the prize, thus giving promising playwrights 
an unusual opportunity to see their plays come 
to life. And the Music Section, which grew out 
of the Symposium (referred to earlier) is cur- 
rently planning its first co-operative demonstra- 
tion, a “Panorama of Music.” Another phase of 
this co-ordination may be seen in the lessening 
of group conflict over dates for production, 
made possible by the Council’s clearing house 
system. 


As there are now 28 groups in the Drama 
Section, 26 in the Music Section and 14 in the 
Literary Section, the total representation of 
these groups is wide indeed. In addition, there 
are an equal number of groups active in these 
or other fields of art which are not yet covered 
by section membership. As a number of the 
groups have as many as 600 individual members, 
it is no mere boast that the Council through its 
own individual members and affiliate groups 
represents some ten thousand people. Its inter- 
ests are proportionately wide, covering every- 
thing from community planning and industrial 
design to symphony, ballet, drama, prose and 
poetry. With one eye to the acceptance of the 
highest of professional standards, it must also 
keep needs of the hobbyist in view, for the 
Community Arts Council belongs to the people 
of Vancouver, and its task is to help them 
enrich their lives through the medium of the 
arts. The process must always remain dynamic, 
for of this organization Tagore might truly have 
said “there are only your own strong wings and 
the pathless sky. a4 
—Moira Sweeny, Executive Secretary, 

Community Arts Council. 


CANADIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Tentative Programme Seventh Annual Conference 


Banff, Alberta 


Banff School of Fine Arts. 
Conference Secretary 

Mrs. Richard Taylor, Calgary Public Library. 
Fees 

Registration fee is $5.00 for the whole con- 
ference. 

Residence fee is $7.00 per day including 
transportation or $6.00 per day without trans- 
portation. 


Pre-registration 

The usual pre-registration forms are being 
requested for return to C.L.A. by March 1, 1952. 
The Registration fee of $5.00 and a $10.00 
room deposit are to be forwarded with the re- 


June 7-12 1952 


turn forms. Of this $5.00, $1.00 is the registration 
fee of the School of Fine Arts, $4.00 is the 
Conference Registration fee set by the directors 
for 1952. The Conference Registration fee is 
used to defray the actual expenses of the Con- 
ference such as programmes, postage, telegrams, 
phone, the salary of the Conference secretary 
and additional clerical staff of the Executive 
Office, conference badges, expenses of speakers, 
and Conference Proceedings. 
Discussion Topics 

Subjects proposed by Association members 
for special group discussions are: 

1. Government aid to libraries. 

2. Public Library standards. 
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3. Searching for a Canadian accent—Massey 
Commission Report. 

4. Regional library growth—future scope and 
development. 

5. What do we need from the National 
Library? 

6. Free and inexpensive reference information 


materials. 
7. Question box on C.L.A. 
Displays 


Buildings and public relations will. be dealt 
with by special exhibits with consultants avail- 
able for discussion and advice. 


Schedule of Meetings 

Saturday and Sunday, June 7 and 8, will be 
devoted to meetings of the Council, Executive, 
and Special Committees. It is expected that the 
delegates from British Columbia will be arriving 
by Sunday evening. For these Pacific Coast 
delegates a programme on Monday has been 
planned which includes Conference registration, 
a visit to the Banff Public Library, luncheon 
at the School of Fine Arts, and a pre-conference 
general session, chaired by Miss Marion Gilroy 
to discuss the organization and procedures of 
the Special Topic groups which meet during 
the Conference and bring in recommendations 
on important matters of policy. This meeting 
will be over at 4 p.m. in time to welcome the 
delegates arriving from the East by sight- 
seeing bus from Calgary. Eastern delegates will 
have arrived in Calgary that morning and will 
have stopped off to register and have coffee 
at the Calgary Public Library, to tour the branch 
libraries of this progressive western city and to 
enjoy a buffet luncheon at Coste House. It is 
expected that they will leave Calgary at 2:30 
p.m. to enjoy the drive to Banff. Time has been 
allowed for them to check in at the Chalets and 
enjoy dinner at the School of Fine Arts. At 
8 o’clock the first general session of the Con- 
ference will be held in the auditorium of the 
3anff School and will be the Annual General 
Meeting of the Association. Reports of the 
directors, officers, sections and committees will 
be received, discussed, and appropriate action 
taken. Following this meeting delegates will be 
the guests of the Library Associations of Alberta 
and Saskatchewan at a Night-cap and Coffee 
Party. 


Tuesday morning is to be devoted to the 
meetings of Young People’s, Research, and 
Trustees’ Sections and to Special Topic dis- 
cussions. Luncheon is to be a gala affair with 
Premier Manning as speaker. At 2:15 the Con- 
ference leaves by bus for Lake Louise and is to 
have tea at Deer Lodge, returning in time for 
dinner at 7 p.m. That evening the Canadian 
Association of Children’s Librarians, the Cata- 
loguing and the Trustees’ Sections, the Govern- 


‘ment and Reference Libraries, the Audio Visual 


Committee, and Special Topic discussion groups 
will hold meetings. 


On Wednesday, June 11, the Reference and 
Trustees’ Sections, Young Canada’s Book Week 
Committee, the Regional Libraries Committee, 
the Microfilm Committee, and the Special Topic 
groups will meet between 9 and 11.30 a.m. when 
the Conference leaves by bus for Mt. Norquay 
to enjoy a Nose-bag luncheon. Wednesday 
afternoon is free for sight-seeing or any special 
meeting. The alumni of various library schools 
propose having their annual meetings at this 
time. Dinner at the School of Fine Arts will be 
followed by a general session to discuss the 
findings of the Special Topic discussion groups 
and to hear an outstanding speaker. 


On Thursday morning, June 12, there will bea 
final general session with a speaker on the Mass- 
ey Report followed by a discussion period. Re- 
ports from Special Topic groups will be brought 
forward and the final report of the Resolutions 
Committee will be discussed. Mr. E. S. Robin- 
son wil be installed as President for the year 
1952-1953 and will speak on “The Year Ahead.” 
The concluding event will be the Conference 
Luncheon with a special speaker invited. Dur- 
ing the afternoon the Council and Executive 
will meet as will also the newly appointed 
executives of the Sections, the Project Com- 
mittees, and the Special Committees. Delegates 
will begin to leave by the evening train. Other 
delegates wishing to remain longer in the vicin- 
ity and to take post-conference trips to Jasper 
and the Okanagan Valley will probably be 
leaving Banff on Friday morning. 


Besides the Canadian delegates to this Con- 
ference it is expected that there will be a num- 
ber of delegates from the Pacific Northwest 
Library Association and it is hoped that a 
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quorum of the American members of the A.L.A.- 
C.L.A. Liaison Committee will be present. 
The Canadian Passenger Association is once 
more granting the rate of a one and one-half 
fare to those attending the Banff convention. 
Additional information is being carried in the 


January, March, and May issues of the C.L.A. 
Bulletin. 


P.S.—Delegates are advised to bring their 
woollies, as well as lighter clothing, as Banff 
can be quite chilly in June. 


A Select List of British Columbia Documents 
Issued During 1951 


Executive Papers 
Brief presented to plenary session of the 
Federal-Provincial Conference, Ottawa, 
December 4-7, 1950. 1951. 33pp. 


Royal and Special Commissions. 
Hospital Insurance Inquiry Board; [recom- 
mendations]. 1951. 8pp. 


Department of Agriculture. 

(Bulletin no. 64 [Revised].) Goat-raising in 
British Columbia. 1951. 16pp. 

(Bulletin no. 83.) Preservation of food; 
home canning, preserving, jelly-making, 
pickling, drying, meat-preserving, and 
bacon-curing. 1951. 42pp. 

(Circular 50). Exhibition standards of per- 
fection for fruit, vegetables, and field crops. 
1951. 29pp. 

Climate of British Columbia; tables of temp- 
erature, precipitation, and sunshine; report 
for 1950.... 1951. 24pp. 

Dairy branch. 

(Dairy circular 36.) The Care of milk on 
the farm. 1951. 13pp. 

Farmers’ Institutes. 

Farmers’ institutes of British Columbia 
1951-1952. 6pp. Mim. 

Horticultural branch. 

(Horticultural stencil no. 17.) Broccoli cul- 
ture, by W. D. Christie. 1951. 4pp. Mim. 

Fruit and vegetable manufacturing plants 
in B.C., 1951. 3 pp. Mim. 

Fruit and vegetable shippers and packers 
of B.C. 1951. 4 pp. Mim. 


Horticultural societies in British Columba. 

1951. 2pp. Mim. 
Live Stock branch. 

(Livestock circular no. 47.) Shipping 
laboratory specimens. n.d. 6pp. Mim. 
(Livestock circular no. 48.) Nitrate poison- 
ing of livestock, by W. B. Davidson, J. L. 
Doughty, J. L. Bolton. n.d. 11pp. Mim. 

(Livestock circular no. 49.) Making sawdust 
concrete, by Russell R. Skelton. n.d. 4pp. 
Mim. 

1951 alphabetical list of fur farmers. 20pp. 
Mim. 

Live Stock branch. Recorder of Brands. 

British Columbia horse and cattle brands; 
brands recorded during 1950. 42pp. 

Women’s Institutes branch. 

Handbook; British Columbia womens insti- 
tutes, prepared by Stella E. Gummow, 
Superintendent of Women’s Institutes. 
1951. 49pp. 


Department of the Attorney-General. Game 
department. 

(Management publications of the British 
Columbia Game Department, No. 1.) The 
effects on fisheries of proposed West Koot- 
enay water-storage project at Trout Lake, 
by P. A. Larkin. 1951. 25pp. 


Department of Lands and Forests. Forest serv- 
ice. 

(Forest Service publication B. 37.) Forest 
management licences; an explanation of 
that section of the “Forest Act” dealing with 
Forest Management Licences. 1951. 47pp. 
Processed. 
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(Illustrated forest activities No. 2.) Planting 
the crop. 1951. 14pls. 


Department of Trade and Industry. 
Directory of handicraft products and _ pro- 
ducers in British Columbia 1951. 6pp. 
Government Travel Bureau. 
Auto courts and resorts in British Colum- 
bia. 1951. 160pp. 
British Columbia books past and present. 
[1951.] Folder. 


British Co!umbia’s picturesque highways; 
an annotated guide. . . . 1951. 36pp. 
map. 

Tourist information on Parliament Build- 
ings. 1951. 8:[9-11]pp. 


Regional Development division. 

Economic survey—KRegion three; industry 
and markets in the Okanagan, Similka- 
meen and Kettle Valleys. 1951. 85pp.: 
maps. 


BULLETIN BOARD 


New Westminster Public Library 


Personals: Miss Constance Hackforth was 
welcomed to the staff of the New Westminster 
Public Library December 1st, 1951, as a refer- 
ence librarian. She is a graduate of University 
of Toronto Library School ’50. Mrs. Marjorie 
Logan will continue as a part-time member of 
our staff. 


At the close of 1951 our senior Board member, 
Mrs. C. D. Peel, resigned after an association 
of fifteen years with the library. Her sincere 
interest in good literature and the preservation 
of historical material has been much appreciated 
by staff and public, and we all thank her for her 
valuable assistance. We trust that her interest in 
the library will continue in her unofficial capa- 
city and we wish her good health and fortune 
for many years to come. 


Mrs. Gordon Mathias has been appointed to 
the Board for a term of two years. 


The New Westminster Public Library had a 
successful year in 1951, although adult circula- 
tion dropped by 1.6%. Juvenile circulation in- 
creased, however, by 4.37%. Film and record 
collection were used to a greater extent than in 
1950 and our total number of borrowers both 
adult and juvenile increased. The book collec- 
tion was given a thorough “weeding.” Initial 
plans were made for the expansion of library 
service to the outlying parts of the city by means 
of a bookmobile. 


News From Australia 


*“. .. We are located in a suburb called Fair- 
field—it is about 14 miles out of the heart of 
Sydney and is on a splendid electric railway 
system—trains pass through every fifteen min- 
utes and reach Sydney in half an hour. Sydney 
is a very large city and much resembles Los 
Angeles in that it is surrounded by dozens and 
dozens of suburbs of all types. Fairfield is far 
enough out of the city to have spacious lots, 
treed areas, and fresh air, and yet has a very 
good shopping area and services, and theatre, 
and of course (of particular interest to the 
Aults) a library. We are really most fortunate 
because it has just been given a new lease of 
life, after being a rather moribund affair in the 
past. They do not have the Carnegie Grant 
here—but a new experiment is being carried out 
in Fairfield—the money for the library comes 
from the municipal taxes—like the Fraser Val- 
ley—and so far it is doing very well and is most 
popular. (The usual library is a subscription 
affair, which obviously does not do so well.) 
It is a great pleasure to see all the new books 
which have been purchased, and also the good 
selections which have been made. | rather ex- 
pected to find they would lean heavily to the 
3ritish publishers, but they manage to get all 
the latest good American writers too. We are 
only permitted one fiction and one non-fiction 
on each card until the supply of books increase 
further, (like the Fraser Valley in the old days, 
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isn't it?) but by high-pressuring our neighbours 
into taking out cards, and taking them over 
when they tire, we are enabled to increase the 
supply which the Aults must have to keep alive!) 

There are some splendid bookshops in Syd- 
ney, and we have several favourite haunts there, 
where one can spend many a quiet hour, brows- 
ing. The Mitchell Library—the Reference 
Library—in Sydney is a really magnificent 
place. It is located just beside the park and 
botanical garden, and it is the finest library | 
have ever seen—simply beautiful inside. Air- 
conditioned, with rubber floors—feel you are 
floating on air! The stacks go up three floors 
high, with wrought iron railings, and stained 
glass windows and an enormous hall for read- 
ers; and lecture rooms off the library, and a 
wonderful museum of books, papers and relics 
of the early days of the country. It is all very 
well done indeed. 

Speaking of more mundane things—the food 
is very good here—we get grand T-bone steaks 
and can get a lovely three or four pound roast 
for a dollar—which is still quite a shock! It 
seems wonderful to be able to enter the butcher's 
shop and buy any meat you like, without having 
broken the bank to do it! We find our food bills 
are just half what they were in Canada—and 
that is eating real food—not humburger and 
margarine most of the time. Fruit and vege- 
tables are plentiful and we have fun trying the 
tropical fruit like mangoes, paw-paws, loquats, 
"i ; 

(Excerpt from a letter received by Amy 
Hutcheson from former borrowers of the 


F.V.R.L. and the N.W.P.L.) 


° ° 
Okanagan Regional Library 

The Christmas rush is finally a thing of the 
past, and we are presently occupied with year- 
end statistics and the approaching annual board 
meeting. 

Miss Marian Gardiner has left the staff to 
take a United Church missionary training course 
at Naramata. 

During “Book Week,” the staff in general, 
and Mrs. Ffoulkes in particular, was very active. 
A book-talk was broadcast every day from the 
local radio station, CKOV, and Mrs. Ffoulkes 
spoke to approximately 40 different school class- 
es. The P.-T.A. held a meeting in the library, 


and afterwards were addressed by Mrs. Ffoulkes. 
Entertainment and refreshments were provided 
by the staff. The High School Library Club 
also paid us a visit and its members were shown 
the various working departments of Head- 
quarters. The library also held open-house dur- 
ing “Book Week” and interested members of 
the public were given a chance to see behind 
the scenes. 

Our total book stock has finally reached the 
50,000 mark. —Agnes L. Stiell. 


Provincial Library and Archives 

Some years ago a considerable portion of the 
Provincial Library’s stack space was converted 
into draughting rooms for several branches of 
the Department of Lands. This “temporary” 
arrangement came to an end with the opening 
of the new government office building in Sep- 
tember and, in consequence, the library has re- 
gained its lost space. Now for the first time the 
cataloguing department has acquired adequate 
accommodation. Instead of the cramped quarters 
formerly afforded by one-and-a-half small rooms 
there is now one large room 30 feet by 20 feet 
with an adjoining room for the clerical staff 
where typewriters may be pounded to their 
heart’s delight without disturbing the traditional 
“repose” of cataloguing departments. Both 
rooms have excellent natural lighting and are 
also equipped with fluorescent lights. In addi- 
tion space is provided for an accession room and 
for office quarters for staff personnel and— 
wonder of wonders—a staff room. 

In September the Central Microfilm Bureau 
was formally established with the Provincial 
Librarian and Archivist as Director. Mr. Paul 
Beere is Assistant Director and has a staff of 
three operators and four document preparers. 
Equipment has been procured which will enable 
the bureau to produce both 35mm and 16mm 
film and already several large jobs have been 
undertaken. 

Early in September the Provincial Archives 
lost (temporarily we hope) one of its popular 
members Mr. A. F. Flucke, who had served for 
two years as special Research Assistant, and 
who has now resigned in order to attend library 
school at the University of Toronto. Mr. W. 
W. Bilsland of Vancouver has been appointed 
temporary replacement for Mr. Flucke. 

—Willard E. Ireland. 
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Public Library Commission 

In the light of information recently brought 
to its attention as to unsatisfactory development 
of school library service, the Commission has 
again gone on record as favoring the appoint- 
ment of a Provincial Director of School Librar- 
ies and has so advised the Minister of Education. 

The Commission is keeping in close touch 
with camps carrying out construction projects 
for the Aluminum Company of Canada at the 
Nechako Dam, Tahsta Lake, Kemano nad Kiti- 
mat. Open Shelf and Travelling Library serv- 
ices are being provided from headquarters at 
Victoria and the North-Central Branch at 
Prince George. Advice is also being given the 
Aluminum Company of Canada in connection 
with its planning of library services for the 
future city of Kitimat. 

Three new Public Library Associations have 
recently been formed: Pouce Coupe, Wells, and 
Williams Lake. Of these three, the first two 
break new ground, the one at Williams Lake 
consolidates operations that have been carried 
on for some time by a “school-community 
library.” 

Two other Public Library Associations have 
been revived: Creston and Nakusp: These two 
were first found in 1920, shortly after the 
Public Libraries Act of 1919 inaugurated this 
form of library organization, but they fell by 
the wayside during the “hungry thirties.” Local 
libraries organized laterly under other auspices, 
have, upon application of those interested, been 
now recognized by the Public Library Com- 
mission as Public Library Associations. Grants- 
in-aid have been made to all five associations. 


The Commission has for some months sub- 
scribed to a clipping service from the Western 
Press Clipping Bureau and has been much 
impressed with the extent to which libraries 
figure in weekly and daily news columns. Much 
more could and should be done by interested 
bodies and steps are being taken by the Com- 
mission to further this form of public relations. 

Two hundred copies of the brochure prepared 
by the Canadian Library Association, “100 
Library Years,” were distributed to a selected 
list of people in governmental, library and other 
fields of activity, accompanied by a covering 
letter from the Chairman of the Commission. 


The Burnaby Municipal Council has accepted 
an offer from the Commission to make a brief 
library survey of the municipality and to pre- 
sent a report for discussion purposes. The sur- 
vey will be undertaken by Mr. E. S. Robinson 
and the Superintendent and should be carried 
out early in 1952. —C. K. Morison. 


U.B.C. Library 


Once again there are changes to report on the 
university library staff. Since the last issue of 
this Bulletin, Miss Mavis Cramb, Arts °51 joined 
the Acquisitions Division, Mrs. Mary Waterman 
and Miss Norene Higginbottom the Catalogue 
Division, and Mrs. Sue Manchester, who comes 
to us from New Zealand and has replaced Mrs. 
Petch in the Serials Division. The latter, we 
regret to report left us because of illness. 

On October 23 and 24, Mr. William H. Foley, 
manager of the bindery and of the Printing 
Department of the University of California at 
Los Angeles visited the University of British 
Columbia when he made a survey of the univer- 
sity bindery problems. His report dealt mainly 
with the problems of organization and produc- 
tion levels. 

On Monday, December 3, Mr. Percy Fryer 
began as head binder of the University Library 
Bindery. Mr. Fryer comes to us from the pro- 
vincial bindery in Victoria. His apprenticeship 
was served in the famous Zaehnsdorf bindery 
in London, and he spent a number of years in 
the leading English commercial bindery, George 
Blunt and Sons, which handles the bulk of the 
public library binding in Britain. 

On December 27-29, Miss Dorothy Currie 
visited the Library, as a student at the Columbia 
University School of Library Service, to make 
observations and prepare a field report. 

Dr. Lowell Martin, Associate Dean of the 
School, explains: 

“The purpose of the field visit is to give the 
student an opportunity to see a library in action 
and to test his ability to understand a function- 
ing agency in the light of his classroom instruc- 
tion. The central purpose is not critical evalua- 
tion. 

“The student would not have a work assign- 
ment but would spend most of his time watch- 
ing operations, studying the collection and simil- 
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ar activities—for the most part under his own 
direction. 


“By no means all of the student’s time is to 
be spent in consultation with staff members. On 
the contrary, he has been instructed to study all 
available reports and other materials before 
going into the field and to depend primarily 
upon observation rather than questioning when 
in the library.” 

The staff enjoyed Miss Currie’s visit, but 
regretted that it came when the university was 
not in session. 


En route to attend the A.L.A. mid-winter 
meetings in Chicago, Mr. Neal Harlow will visit 
most of the Canadian university libraries as well 
as the government libraries in Ottawa. He will 
return by way of California where he will revisit 
the University of California at Los Angeles and 
at Berkeley. 


The librarian’s annual report has been pre- 
sented to Senate and is available on inter-library 
loan. Although Mr. Harlow only came to British 
Columbia in August, his report indicates what a 
remarkable grasp he already has of the Univer- 
sity Library’s problems. It is interesting reading 
and especially recommended for all U.B.C. 
alumni and all British Columbia librarians con- 
cerned about the development of the University 
library. 


Vancouver Island Regional Library 


At its meeting in October the Board of 
Management of the Vancouver Island Regional 
Library passed a motion establishing minimum 
salaries and providing annual increments for 
each position in the library. The new schedule 
is as follows: 


Clericals $1,200.00 per annum 
Senior Clericals 1,500.00 “ ” 
Secretary-Bookkeeper 2,200.00 * , 


Book-Van Driver .- 2,200.00 
Department Heads _ 2,600.00 “ 
Assistant Librarian 2,900.00 “ - 


a 3,600.00 


Increments for clericals and senior clericals 
will be $60.00 per annum, for the secretary- 
bookkeeper and van driver $120.00 per annum 
and for department heads, assistant librarian 


and librarian $180.00 per annum. The board also 
recommended that the 1952 budget be based on 
90¢ per capita. 

The Campbell River and Ladysmith branches 
have been moved into new and larger quarters. 
‘the Campbell River branch is now located on 
the main floor of an office and store building on 
the main street of the village. The Ladysmith 
branch, which had been named as one of the 
worst in “Survey of the Union Libraries of 
British Columbia,” is now housed in its own 
wing of the new Ladysmith City Hall. 


Through the courtesy of Mr. James Petrie, 
manager for Bloedel, Stewart & Welch Ltd., the 
Alberni and Port Alberni branches have received 
a number of valuable reference volumes on 
pulp and paper-making. 


The University Women’s Club of Nanaimo 
have presented the Nanaimo branch with a 
table and twelve children’s sized chairs for the 
children’s corner of the branch. Money for the 
purchase of these was raised through a rum- 
mage sale. The Saturday morning story hours 
under the direction of Mrs. W. E. Ricker and 
Mrs. C. J. Whittaker are becoming increasingly 
popular, and each Saturday sees the corner 
crowded with youngsters. 


In November a link with the pioneer library 
work on the Island was severed by the death of 
Mr. J. C. McGuffie of Nanaimo. Mr. McGuffie 
was active in each step of the library’s develop- 
ment from library association to regional library. 
In tie spring of 1919 he called a meeting of 
business and professional men in Nanaimo to 
discuss the formation of a public library associa- 
tion for the community, and in August of that 
year the association was incorporated with Mr. 
McGuffie as secretary. Under his direction a 
group of fifty volunteers was organized to look 
after the library using books rented from the 
Victoria Public Library. By 1922 the service had 
become so popular it was decided to ask the 
city to take over and have the library adopted 
as a municipal library. The library by-law was 
defeated that year but was subsequently passed. 
In 1936 the Vancouver Island Union Library 
was formed with Nanaimo as headquarters, and 
the Nanaimo book collection forming the nucle- 
us for the expanding library. At the first meeting 
of the district representatives on April 25, 1936, 
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Mr. McGuffie was elected Chairman of the 
Board of Management. Although Mr. McGuffie 
soon retired from the Board of Management 
he maintained his interest in library affairs, and 
at the time of his death was official auditor for 
the Vancouver Island Regional Library. 


Vancouver Public Library 


Progress Report on the New Central Library: 
The City Council has confirmed the appoint- 
ment of the firms of Semmens and Simpson and 
Cc. B. K. Van Norman as associated architects, 
and preliminary studies of the way a library 
functions, are under way. 


The Business and Economics Division is now 
fully established and proving its usefulness. The 
staff has noticed that many of the people who 
are using it have not used the Library before. 


As part of the general move involved in 
establishing the new Business Division, the 
Film Section, headed by Miss Dorothy Prat, 
has been moved into headquarters partly under 
the marble staircase, it seems reasonable to 
assume it is the last available cranny for ex- 
panding in the 1901 “Carnegie” library. 


Miss Marlys Middleditch, Principal Library 
Clerk in the Circulation Department, has been 
awarded the Naloss Bursary of $100.00 by the 
Presbytery of Westminster, for her significant 
contribution as a leader in Young People’s 
Work in the Presbyterian Church in the Van- 
couver Area. 


Miss Margery Williams, formerly of the 
Regina Public Library, joined the staff of the 
Boys and Girls Department, January 1. 

—M. B. Sing. 


Victoria Public Library 


Greetings for 1952 from the Victoria Public 
Library. From our spacious new quarters we 
extend a welcome to all B.C.L.A. and P.N.L.A. 
members to visit us during the annual conven- 
tions of these associations. 


Wednesday, October 17, 1951, will be remem- 
bered by Miss Clay, the board members and the 


staff as “the day of the year’ when the new 
four-storey addition was officia‘ly opened in 
the presence of several hundred friends and 
dignitaries. Mayor Percy George unlocked the 
shining plate glass double doors and declared 
the new structure open. A special guest at the 
ceremony was Dr. Helen Stewart, librarian 
from 1911 to 1924 and widely known for her 
extensive library services, both in British Co- 
lumbia and elsewhere. A_ special tribute was 
tendered Miss Margaret Clay, librarian since 
1924, for her years of faithful service and 
especially for her leadership and personal en- 
deavour in affecting the extension of library 
services in the greater Victoria area. The staff 
welcomes this as another opportunity to say 
publicly how proud it is of Miss Clay, of her 
status in library circles and of the recognition 
she has personally brought to the Victoria 
Public Library. 


Some 3,000 library friends toured the new 
building during the evening Open House period. 
Both the music room and the greatly enlarged 
film department were filled to capacity for 
special film showings and concerts, the latter 
sponsored by a local recorded music society. 


Miss Jean Porter, head of the Circulation 
Department, is spending a well-earned leave of 
absence in Jamaica. She is expected back at the 
beginning of April. 


Recently the library was presented with a 
specially-built two-speed record player. This 
gift will be particularly appreciated at such 
time as the music department is organized. 


Recent staff changes include: 
Resignations: Miss Marion Bird, Mrs. Susan 
Thuillier and Mrs. Peggy Anderson. 


New members: Misses Gaile Gilmour, Nancy 
Little, Phyllis Morgan, Winnifred Poulson, 
Freya Rodstrom, Elvira Williams, and Mrs. 
Kathleen Ford. 


—Daphne Syson. 





